
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

Came Back from That 
 

Acts 13:15-16a, 26-39 (CSB)  
15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, 

you can speak.” 16 Paul stood up and motioned with his hand and said: 26 “Brothers and sisters, children of Abraham’s race, and those among you who fear God, it is to us 

that the word of this salvation has been sent. 27 Since the residents of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize him or the sayings of the prophets that are read every 

Sabbath, they have fulfilled their words by condemning him. 28 Though they found no grounds for the death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him killed. 29 When they had 

carried out all that had been written about him, they took him down from the tree and put him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and he appeared for many 

days to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of the 

promise that was made to our ancestors. 33 God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm: You are my Son; today I 

have become your Father. 34 As to his raising him from the dead, never to return to decay, he has spoken in this way, I will give you the holy and sure promises of 

David. 35 Therefore he also says in another passage, You will not let your Holy One see decay. 36 For David, after serving God’s purpose in his own generation, fell 

asleep, was buried with his fathers, and decayed, 37 but the one God raised up did not decay. 38 Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers and sisters, that through this 

man forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you. 39 Everyone who believes is justified through him from everything that you could not be justified from through the law 

of Moses.  

Our Bible reading from Acts is a portion of Paul’s sermon to the people, the worshipers, at a synagogue in Pisidian Antioch. This was 
basically their local congregation. They had just finished reading from the Old Testament of the Bible – one reading from the first 
five books and another from one of the prophets like Isaiah or Jeremiah. Paul was invited to speak. So, he motioned for the people 
to be silent and listen to what he has to say. This Paul is the Saul that we heard about last week who went from being an enemy of 
God to being in God’s family. He addressed the people as “Brothers and sisters, children of Abraham’s race, and those among you 
who fear God, it is to us that the word of this salvation has been sent.” (verse 26)  

Paul is preaching to them a message of salvation. (It’s a little meta for me to be preaching about Paul’s preaching, but stick with 
me…) Paul starts by recounting important events in their Jewish history: the exodus from Egypt, the rise of the kings of Israel, then 
all the way to John the Baptist who pointed people to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. We know 
what happened to Jesus during his ministry, especially as we focused on it through another Holy Week. Paul summarizes it in this 
way: “Since the residents of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize him or the sayings of the prophets that are read every 
Sabbath, they have fulfilled their words by condemning him. Though they found no grounds for the death sentence, they asked 
Pilate to have him killed. When they had carried out all that had been written about him, they took him down from the tree and put 
him in a tomb.” (verses 27-29) The residents of Jerusalem and their rulers rejected Jesus, condemned him, killed him, and buried him 
hoping that this Jesus would never come back. They had no right to do this to Jesus, no proper grounds, no evidence, just hatred and 
a raging blindness. And to boot, they went against clear Scripture that foretold this. 

These actions against Jesus feel a bit removed from us. We were not there. We did not participate in this. We love Jesus. We believe 
in him. We follow him. We smack our foreheads at the ignorance and spiritual blindness of these people who cried, “Crucify him!” 
The residents of this synagogue in Pisidian Antioch weren’t there either. They are almost 20 years removed from those events, and 
some of them may have just been little boys when this happened or not even born.  

And so we judge these Jerusalem residents and rulers from afar. How could they do this to Jesus? They heard the same Scriptures 
we have heard. They supposedly followed the same God that we follow. Nothing that they did was right. They were evil, wicked 
people, sheep who have stubbornly wandered away from the Good Shepherd, ignored his voice, and went their own way. How 
could they ever come back from rejecting, condemning, killing, and burying Jesus, the Savior? 

We can think of a few other hopeless cases as we think of evil people today, people like Hitler, Saddam Hussein, Osama bin Laden, 
Charles Manson, Jeffrey Dahmer. They’re all violent, lawless people, mass murderers – evil’s greatest hits. How can they come back 
from what they have done?  

Then we think closer to home, thinking about the people in our lives. Who are the hopeless cases we know? Is it the relative who 
looks at Easter as just another Hallmark holiday, a day devoid of any meaningful significance, a day when they think nothing of going 
to church, worshiping God because they think he’s a lie? Is it the veteran who has seen combat, who tells you that with all the awful 
things that they have seen that they can’t believe in any kind of merciful and loving God? Is it the person who lost a loved one, 
maybe a child, and so they curse God and walk around with a chip on their soldier, nursing a grudge against this so-called Author of 
Life. Is it the person who struggles day in and day out with depression, that the dark cloud over them never seems to dissipate or 



lift? Can any of these people ever come back from these things? Maybe you even feel like one of those people, that you can’t come 
back from where you are, that you are the hopeless case.  

But Paul isn’t preaching this so that we feel like we can’t come back from where we or where these people are at. No, Paul is setting 
the stage for the application of this message of salvation for them. Instead of keeping the focus on how these Jerusalem residents 
and their rulers rejected, condemned, killed, and buried Jesus so that he would not come back, Paul wants these believers in Pisidian 
Antioch and us to focus on what God did.  

“But God raised him from the dead…And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of the promise that was made to our 
ancestors. God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm: You are my Son; today I 
have become your Father.” (verses 30, 32-33) God kept his Word, his promise, that his Son, this Jesus, would take away the sins of 
the world. That was his mission. That was his name’s sake – Jesus, the one who saves. He lived under God’s law to keep it perfectly 
for us. Then after a lifetime of keeping God’s law perfectly for us in our place, he sacrificed himself on the cross also in our place. 
This was all according to the plan, according to what God had foretold through the prophets, what he had promised to King David, 
what he had promised all of us. By raising Jesus from the dead on the third day, this was proof that God the Father had accepted 
Jesus’ life as payment for ours. His wrath against our sin was satisfied as the Holy One, Jesus, did not see decay.  

The impossible was done. Jesus came back from death. As such, he is crowned as the Son of God. It wasn’t as if Jesus wasn’t God the 
Father’s Son prior to his resurrection. Jesus has always had the relationship of Son to God the Father. When the Father raised Jesus 
back from the dead, though, he confirms, proves, that this relationship stands from everlasting to everlasting. Mission accomplished. 
Jesus came back from the rejection, the condemnation, the death, and the tomb.  

Why is all this important for us to know? “Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers and sisters, that through this man forgiveness 
of sins is being proclaimed to you. Everyone who believes is justified through him from everything that you could not be justified 
from through the law of Moses.” (verses 38-39) This means that we are forgiven! We are declared not guilty of our sins because 
Jesus was raised from the dead! All the ways that we fall short of keeping God’s law are wiped out. We are saved from our sin and 
eternal damnation in hell! 

What’s more, though, is to whom this message is proclaimed. After Jesus came back from the dead, “he appeared for many days to 
those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people.” (verse 31) Jesus came back for 
those hopeless cases, those residents of Jerusalem and their rulers who had rejected him, condemned him, killed him, and buried 
him. Jesus didn’t give up on them. He rose from the dead so that they would have forgiveness through him, that they could have the 
same justification, the same declaration of being not guilty before God, that we ourselves have. He came back to shepherd them to 
his flock. He gave this message of salvation to those who witnessed his resurrection so that they could proclaim it to all those 
hopeless cases.  

Jesus’ resurrection was done and is proclaimed to show that no one is a hopeless case. God does not give up on us. He has 
accomplished everything so that we are saved. He did this for those residents of Jerusalem and their rulers who rejected him, 
condemned him, killed him, and buried him in the hopes that he would never come back. Jesus did this for those that we put on the 
list of evil’s greatest hits. He did this for all the people who scoff and discard Christianity as just another man-made religion. He did 
this for those who feel as if they have no hope, no way that there is a loving God who watches over them, shepherds them, or takes 
care of them. He came back to forgive us and save us.  

Jesus never saw decay because God the Father raised him from the dead. Because Jesus came back from his death, he accomplished 
his mission of giving salvation, forgiveness, perfection, to the whole world. None of us, none of the people we know, none of the 
people in this world, are hopeless cases. Jesus was raised to life so “that through this man forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to 
you.” Everyone can come back from whatever they have done because Jesus came back from the dead. The Holy One did not see 
decay. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen! 
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